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The environmental records of the state-run oil company PEMEX and Mexico's lone nuclear-energy
plant came under severe criticism in separate reports released in early January. Meanwhile, the
Mexico City government reported that air quality in 1999 in the Mexican capital was the cleanest in a
decade.

Environmental protection office rates PEMEX as worst polluter
The government's environmental protection agency Procuraduria Federal de Proteccion al Medio
Ambiente (PROFEPA) is rating PEMEX and the oil sector the worst polluter among more than
6,000 companies surveyed. PROFEPA has not released the full results of the study, due out later
this year. But a preliminary report released by the agency rated PEMEX only 11.2 on a scale of
100 in compliance with emissions, waste disposal, and land use norms. Rating PEMEX and other
large companies is part of PROFEPA's new program, launched in August of this year, to ensure
compliance with Mexico's environmental laws (see SourceMex, August 8, 1999). PROFEPA's chief
prosector Antonio Azuela said the PEMEX rating was based only on its disposal practices and the
condition of some of its infrastructure such as pipelines, wells, and compression stations. The study
did not rate the condition of petrochemical plants or refineries, said Azuela. During the years,
numerous environmental groups have complained about PEMEX's poor environmental record.
Recently, environmental groups have cited PEMEX's poor record regarding oil spills, its use of faulty
equipment, and its failure to follow safety practices at its facilities (see SourceMex, August 7, 1996,
April 2, 1997, and February 10, 1999). Azuela said the poor rating for the oil sector compared with
more favorable ratings for the textile, pharmaceutical, paper, and plastics industries.

Greenpeace cites safety concerns at Laguna Verde nuclear plant
The environmental organization Greenpeace has renewed its call for an independent audit of
Mexico's Laguna Verde nuclear-energy plant in Veracruz state because of safety concerns at the
facility. Speaking at a press conference in Mexico City in early January, Greenpeace de Mexico
director Alejandro Calvillo said a report from the World Association of Nuclear Operators (WANO)
gave Laguna Verde, Mexico's lone nuclear-energy facility, its lowest possible rating. The report, said
Calvillo, pointed to two recent incidents where authorities failed to follow proper safety guidelines.
In the most recent case, reported in October 1999, Laguna Verde was in extreme danger when one
of its reactors lost water. The loss of water could have resulted in nuclear fusion, which would have
created the potential for an accident of the same magnitude as occurred at the Chernobyl nuclear
plant in the Ukraine in 1986. In an earlier incident reported in late 1998, a technician arrived at the
control room inebriated and dropped a nuclear fuel rod while moving rods with a crane. "We ask
ourselves why the government is waiting to carry out an independent technical audit," said Calvillo,
who said Greenpeace requested the independent review in April 1999. A spokesperson for the
Comision Federal de Electricidad (CFE), which manages the Laguna Verde plant, dismissed the
concerns raised by WANO and Greenpeace. "This is one of the safest plants in the world," said the
CFE spokesperson." Its security systems have received various recognitions." Laguna Verde, which
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began operations in 1989, generated almost 4% of Mexico's electrical power in the third quarter of
1999, the latest period for which data are available.

Mexico City reports progress in curbing air pollution
The Mexico City government reported significant progress in curbing air pollution during
1999. In an advertisement published in newspapers in the capital Jan. 9, Mayor Rosario Robles'
administration said the city's air quality in 1999 was the cleanest in 10 years. The advertisement
said city environmental officials were able to reduce pollution by requiring the installment of vapor
traps on gasoline pumps, stepping up industrial and automobile inspections, devoting more funds
to firefighting efforts, and intensifying the city's reforestation program. City officials said they
were forced to declare emergency smog alerts only three times during the year. In comparison,
the previous best year during the decade was in 1996, when authorities declared 10 emergencies
covering 34 days. The worst air-pollution problems in the last 10 years occurred in 1991, when
authorities declared 27 emergencies. Despite the city's reduced air pollution last year, the capital
reported only 65 days when ozone levels were considered "acceptable," compared with 37 days
in 1990. The report said weather conditions in the capital in 1999 were roughly equivalent to those
in previous years. Some environmental organizations said the administrations of Robles and her
predecessor, Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, both members of the center-left Partido de la Revolucion
Democratica (PRD), should not be so quick to take credit for the improvement in air quality. The
city government's record on fighting air pollution could have implications for the July 2, 2000,
mayoral race, which is expected to be extremely competitive. PRD candidate Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador will face Jesus Silva Herzog of the governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) and
Santiago Creel Miranda of the center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN). "Some improvements
are the result of at least 12 years of hard work and major investments by international institutions
and countries," said Gustavo Alanis, president of the Centro Mexicano de Derecho Ambiental
(CEMDA). The Robles' administration's air-quality assessment was released only months after the
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) praised the Mexican government for its efforts in
reducing the amount of fluorocarbons released into the atmosphere. In a press conference in midSeptember, UNDP representative Bruno Guandalini said the Mexican government attained its goal
of eliminating 90% of the fluorocarbons used by industry by the year 2000. The goal was achieved
with assistance from the UNDP, which has provided US$17 million for the effort since 1992. The
funds assisted in conversion efforts for companies involved in domestic refrigeration and other
industries that use fluorocarbon-based products. (Sources: El Universal, 09/14/99; Reuters, 01/06/00,
Reforma, 01/06/00, 01/07/00; Excelsior, 01/07/00; Associated Press, 01/09/00; The Christian Science
Monitor, 01/12/00)
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